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daughters are a source of anxiety and expense to their
parents, sons form their strength and support. One of
their proverbs expresses this very clearly, " Blind sons
support their parents, but a prince's daughters extort
money from them." The deepest root of this desire is
the fact that the last religious rites can be most success-
fully performed by their male descendants. In the
Mahabharata is a story conveying this lesson. A Hindu
remained unmarried for years after he had attained to
manhood. Passing through the spirit-world, he saw a
number of men hanging by their heels from the branch
of a tree, with their heads overhanging a deep precipice,
whilst rats were gnawing the ropes which bound them,
in momentary fear of being dashed to pieces. On in-
quiry he was told that they were his ancestors, doomed
to suffer because he had failed to procure a son whose
proper performance of their funeral ceremonies would
have saved them from pain. The words of Jesus, " a
woman remembereth no more the anguish for joy that
a man is born into the world/1 exactly express the
experience of the mothers in India. A childless wife is
an object of ridicule, whilst a mother of girls is believed
to have offended the gods. Hence the young wife is
buoyed up with the hope that she will soon have a son
in her arms. When, instead of this, a girl is born,
though for a little time she may be deceived, the truth
soon comes out. On the birth of a son the conch shell,
with its trumpet-like notes, invites the neighbours to
rejoice with the happy parents; whereas when a
daughter is born it is silent, and, instead of congratu-
lation, condolences are offered. Though at first the
sense of disappointment is keen, maternal instincts
prevail, and the little daughter is welcomed to the
mother's heart.